
BRIDGETON TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS 
Minutes of January 14, 2016 Stand Alone Noise / Nuisance Ordinance Hearing 

 

The Bridgeton Township Board of Supervisors Noise / Nuisance Ordinance Hearing was held on January 

14, 2016, as advertised, at the Township Building, 1370 Bridgeton Hill Road, Upper Black Eddy, 

Pennsylvania.  Present were Supervisors Gard Holby, Roger Keller and Michael Lynch.  Also present was 

Secretary Colleen Pursell and David Shafkowitz, the Township Solicitor.  An Executive Session was held 

prior to the meeting to discuss matters of personnel and potential litigation. 

 

Supervisor Holby called the organization meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. 

 

The Hearing for consideration of the adoption of the Stand Alone Noise / Nuisance Ordinance was opened 

by the Solicitor.  It was noted that the hearing was originally scheduled for Thursday, December 10, 2015 

and was continued until Thursday, January 14, 2016 as advertised.   

 

The following documents were marked as Exhibits: 

 

 B-1: Copy of the Legal Notice; 

 B-2: Proof of Publication; 

 B-3: Proof of Filing the Proposed Ordinance with the Bucks County Law Library 

 B-4: Copy of Ordinance 

 

The Solicitor then proceeded to provide the Board with an overview of the proposed Stand Alone 

Ordinance.  The intention of this ordinance was to find an alternative to the ordinance in the Township 

Zoning Code.  For approximately two years, the Bridgeton Township Planning Commission through the 

public process has formulated the proposed ordinance for the Board of Supervisors to review.  This would 

be a Standalone Ordinance which would operate outside the Zoning Code and it would not allow for noise 

violations to be marked as zoning violations.  Accordingly the proposed provisions are different from that 

of the current zoning code. 

 

Supervisor Holby invited those in attendance to offer comments on the Noise / Nuisance Ordinance.   The 

following comments were listened to by the Board of Supervisors without comment, nor accuracy of 

information presented. 

 

Carl Stokes, Township Resident, is against the ordinance.  Mr. Stokes expressed that this is a private 

issue, not a public issue. 

 

Terry Kuntz, Township Resident and President of the Bridgeton Township Sportsmen’s Association, 

expressed concern with the enforcement of the ordinance.  He also advised that “courts cannot hear gun 

noise cases”.  Mr. Kuntz recommended building berms and planting trees on affected properties for noise 

reduction.  Mr. Kuntz submitted additional information to Solicitor Shafkowitz which was marked as 

“Exhibit Kuntz”. 

 

David Leinenbach, Township Resident, feels that this is not appropriate for the small amount of affected 

people. 

 

Donna Haynes-Johnson, Township Resident, is concerned about the ordinance being enforced on barking 

dogs.  She also asked if this could be put on a ballot. 

 

Greg Gerhart, Township Resident, expressed concern that this would not be an enforceable ordinance. 

 

Terry Brown, Township Resident, feels that this “is an issue of manners”.  Additionally, he feels that the 

current ordinance should be made enforceable. 

 

Steven Christiano, Township Resident, feels that his rights will be infringed upon if this ordinance is 

implemented. 

 

Gary Shout, Township Resident, stated that he was concerned about the ordinance going into effect 

“immediately” once it is passed. 

 

Barbara Prowker, Township Resident, feels that she should have the right to enjoy her property without 

loud noises. 

 

CC Hopf, Township Resident, advised that she is learning to deal with the noise. 

 

Brian Boland, Township Resident, suggested that residents use the gun club since they would be exempt 

from the noise ordinance. 
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Louis Martini, Township Resident, stated that existing ranges would be exempt.  He feels the ordinance 

will not solve the problem. 

 

Nick Zangli, Bridgeton Athletic Association, expressed concern about the noises coming from their 

property during functions and how this ordinance would affect them. 

 

Jeremy Vanheck, Township Resident, asked if issued permits would exempt you from the noise 

ordinance.  In addition he expressed concern about the use of the term “a reasonable person”. 

 

Barbara Fox, Township Resident, advised that there are additional residents who have noise concerns but 

are reluctant to come and speak. 

 

Ron Fleming, Upper Black Eddy Fire Company, expressed concerns about the ordinance effects on the 

fire company holding their annual Firemen’s Carnival at the Bridgeton Athletic Association. 

 

Ann Stimmel, Township Resident, stated that neighbors need to be considerate to each other.  She feels 

that passing this ordinance will not help. 

 

Jack Lafevre, Township Resident, feels that this should be on the ballot. 

 

Anne Pine, Township Resident, feels that this is a neighbor dispute, not a noise issue. 

 

Donna Vanheck, Township Resident, feels that a ½ hour is not long enough.  It would have to be at least 1 

hour. 

 

Debbie Slackon, Township Resident, feels this should not be modeled around one dispute. 

 

Upon a motion by Supervisor Holby, seconded by Supervisor Lynch, which carried 3-0, the Standalone 

Noise / Nuisance Ordinance was tabled until February 9, 2016 at 7:00 pm.  

 

Supervisor Holby thanked everyone in attendance for their views. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 
Upon a motion by Supervisor Keller, seconded by Supervisor Lynch, which carried 3-0, the meeting was 

adjourned at 8:54 pm. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Colleen M. Pursell 

Secretary 


